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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-4 are pending and are presented for examination. A formal action on the merits 
of claims 1-4 follows. 



Specification 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The following title is suggested: "Computer system for safely reproducing data over the 
Internet". 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claims 1 and 3 recite a "recording medium carrier" which is employed to "carry said 
recording medium from said data recording unit to said data reproducing unit." Based upon the 
specification, it is unclear what the "recording medium carrier" being described actually refers 
to. Because of the use this broad term and lack of description in the specification, the Examiner, 
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for purposes of examination, has taken this to mean any means which can transport data from 
one location to another, namely, a network. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Smith et al. (U.S. 
6,487,599). 

With respect to claim 1, Smith teaches a computer system comprising: 

a first computer [Smith Figure 1 item 16, Col. 3 line 39 and Col. 4 line 9 - First 
computer is the producer of documents, i.e. sender]; and 

a second computer connected to a computer network [Smith — Figure 1 item 12, Col. 3 
lines 36-37 and Col.3 lines 57-67 - Col. 4 lines 1-14 - Second computer is the binary file 
delivery (BFD) server connected to a network, i.e. the Internet], 

wherein a storage unit, a data recording unit and a recording medium carrier are 
connected to said first computer [Smith - Figures 14 and 16, Col. 10 lines 19-27, Col. 11 lines 
27-30 and Col. 13 lines 11-15 - Sender has the ability to send documents (fdes) from a 
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computer desktop to the BFD server over a network. Thus, it is implicitly taught that the 
files are stored in some storage unit, i.e. hard drive, on the computer. In addition, in order 
for files to be sent, they must be recorded, i.e. written, to a memory (buffer) of the sending 
computer before being carried by the recording medium carrier, i.e. network, to its 
destination], a data reproducing unit is connected to said computer [Smith — Figures 14 and 16 
and Col. 4 lines 7-22 and lines 31-51 - BFD server contains a store, i.e. storage, which 
allows for read/write functions on data to distribute to receiving clients], 

said first computer controls said data recording unit to record data stored in said storage 
unit into a recording medium, and then controls said recording medium carrier to carry said 
recording medium from said data recording unit to said data reproducing unit [Smith -- Figures 
14 and 16, Col. 10 lines 19-27, Col. 11 lines 27-30 and Col. 12 lines 51-67 - Col. 13 lines 1-28 
- Sending computer controls the transferring of documents from one computer, i.e. the 
sender, to a second computer, i.e. the BFD server. In order to accomplish this, the 
reference implicitly teaches that the files stored on the computer, which are to be 
transferred, are written to another memory or buffer, i.e. RAM or an output buffer/port, 
before being carried by the network to the BFD server. Therefore, the reference 
anticipates these limitations], and 

said second computer controls said data reproducing unit to reproduce the data recorded 
in said recording medium, and then transmits the reproduced data through said computer network 
[Smith — Figures 14 and 16, Col. 4 lines 15-65 and Col. 10 lines 28-34 - Second computer, 
i.e. BFD server, reproduces, i.e. reads, data sent from the sender and stores it in recording 
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medium, i.e. store. From this server, the documents are distributed over the Internet, i.e. 
network, to various users who wish to receive the document/file]. 

With respect to claim 2, Smith further teaches wherein said data recording unit initializes 
said recording medium before said data is recorded into said recording medium [Smith — 
Figures 14 and 16, Col. 10 lines 19-27, Col. 11 lines 27-30 and Col. 13 lines 11-15 - Sender 
has the ability to send documents (files) from a computer desktop to the BFD server over a 
network by writing the information to a buffer/output port, i.e. memory location. In order 
to write more information to transfer more data files, the buffer must be initialized, i.e. 
cleared out, to be able to send more data. Thus, this initialization is implicitly taught]. 

With respect to claim 3, Smith teaches a computer system comprising: 

a first computer [Smith - Figure 1 item 16, Col. 3 line 39 and Col. 4 line 9 - First 
computer is the producer of documents, i.e. sender]; and 

a second computer connected to a computer network [Smith — Figure 1 item 12, Col. 3 
lines 36-37 and Col.3 lines 57-67 - Col. 4 lines 1-14 - Second computer is the binary file 
delivery (BFD) server connected to a network, i.e. the Internet], 

wherein a storage unit, a first data recording and reproducing unit and a recording 
medium carrier are connected to said first computer [Smith — Figures 14 and 16, Col. 10 lines 
19-27, Col. 11 lines 27-30 and Col. 13 lines 11-38 - Sender has the ability to send documents 
(files) from a computer desktop to the BFD server over a network. Thus, it is implicitly 
taught that the files are stored in some storage unit, i.e. hard drive, on the computer. In 
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addition, in order for files to be sent, they must be recorded, i.e. written, to a memory 
(buffer) of the sending computer before being carried by the recording medium carrier, i.e. 
network, to its destination. In addition, sender is able to reproduce, i.e. read, data written 
to it by the BFD server, i.e. receipt of data notification], a second data recording and 
reproducing unit is connected to said second computer [Smith — Figures 14 and 16, Col. 4 lines 
7-22 and lines 31-51 and Col. 13 lines 15-28 - BFD server contains a store, i.e. storage, 
which allows for read/write functions on data to distribute to receiving clients. Data is also 
recorded, i.e. written, to notify sender that data has been received. This allows for both the 
sender and BFD server to both read/write data to each other], 

said first computer controls said first data recording and reproducing unit to record data 
stored in said storage unit into a recording medium, and reproduce second computer information 
indicating a data reproducing state of said second computer, recorded in said recording medium, 
and then controls said recording medium carrier to carry said recording medium from said first 
data recording and reproducing unit to said second data recording and reproducing unit [Smith -- 
Figures 14 and 16, Col. 10 lines 19-27, Col. 11 lines 27-30 and Col. 12 lines 51-67 - Col. 13 
lines 1-28 - Sending computer controls the transferring of documents from one computer, 
i.e. the sender, to a second computer, i.e. the BFD server. In order to accomplish this, the 
reference implicitly teaches that the files stored on the computer, which are to be 
transferred, are written to another memory or buffer, i.e. RAM or an output buffer/port, 
before being carried by the network to the BFD server. In addition, sender computer 
reproduces, i.e. reads, information sent from BFD server providing notification of receipt 
of past information sent. Therefore, the reference anticipates these limitations], and 
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said second computer controls said second data recording and reproducing unit to 
reproduce the data recorded in said recording medium, and record said second computer 
information into said recording medium, and then transmits said reproduced data through said 
computer network [Smith - Figures 14 and 16, Col. 4 lines 15-65, Col. 10 lines 28-34 and 
Col. 13 lines 15-28 - Second computer, i.e. BFD server, reproduces, i.e. reads, data sent 
from the sender and stores it in recording medium, i.e. store. Additionally, functionality of 
recording unit is provided to write data to be sent to first computer to provide receipt 
notification of data. From this server, data files are distributed over the Internet, i.e. 
network, to various users who wish to receive the document/file]. 

With respect to claim 4, this is a system claim corresponding to the system claimed in 
claim 2 above. It has similar limitations; therefore, claim 4 is rejected under the same rationale. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Sakakura (U.S. 6,725,370) discloses a replicating server which safely shares data and 
services between a local network and the Internet. 

- Delph (U.S. 6,199,104) discloses a content distribution system in which an 
intermediate server is employed to act as a middle agent in receiving data from a host 
provider and transmitting the data to various receivers 

- Jiang et al. (U.S. 6,453,354) discloses a file server system for sharing data which 
employs data movers to extract data from a file system and provide the data to clients. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas J. Mauro Jr. whose telephone number is 703-605-1234. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A. Wiley can be reached on 703-308-5221 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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